$4                        GLADSTONE
master of detail and lucid statement, was, by some
psychological necessity, frequently compelled to
wrap up everything in a Fog of qualifications, and
so lead many intelligent people to say that he
was nothing but a sophistical time-server.1  But
mere quibbling about the incidence of the Corn
Law was as nothing to the annoyances which
were to follow*  Peel's front bench was already
weakening in debate, when Gladstone found it
necessary to resign on a point which would have
troubled no one else. Peel intended to embark on
a large programme of Irish reform, and wished, as
a beginning, to increase the annual grant to the
Irish clerical college of Maynooth, agreed to at
the time of the Union.  This grant to error was
inconsistent with what Gladstone had said in his
book on Church and State, and he handed in his
resignation. He no longer believed what he had
said in his book and was hopeful that when he saw
the proposition he would be able to support it
But what would be thought of the honour of
public men if they attacked things in books which
they then supported in office, without the public
having been first notified of a change of opinion ?
A hideous suspicion would hang over the motives
of members of Parliament Peel simply could not
tinderstand such a conscience, and, as Gladstone's
style grew increasinglyobscurewith his excitement
1 Gladstone's love of qualification could on occasion become
maniacal, M It is within the power of every man to make money
by breeding poultry, and, if I may say so, from eggs" (address to
the tenants of Hawarden in 1884).